Plan:

Safety note:

•
•
•
•

If promoting your petition online,
remember to respect the privacy of
your Crew’s members. Do not publicly
disclose full names and addresses—
though you may be able to indicate
your petition’s momentum by posting
first names or initials, and where the
signatories are from.

What issue can benefit from your Crew’s petition?
What level of government is responsible?
What rules pertain to your petition?
How will you word your petition? What action
would you like to see the government take on the
issue? What research and fact finding would give
more power to your petition?
• How will you promote your petition to
gather signatures?

Do:
• Draft and promote your petition.
• Submit your petition and follow its progress.
• Update signatories on the result of the petition,
favourable or unfavourable.

Review:
• What do you know now that you did not
know before?
• How did the government act with regard to your
call for action?
• How did people respond to your issue? Why do
you think they responded this way?

Online Resources:
• Change.org
• Parliament of Canada Guidelines
for Petitions
• Guidelines for submitting petitions to
the Legislative Assembly of Alberta
• City of Ottawa Petition Policy
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Citizenship

The Adventure:
As a Crew, discuss issues that are important to the Rover Scouts. Are there issues
that you collectively feel strongly about that do not appear to be a priority for the
responsible level of government? Do you imagine others in your community may
feel the same way, especially if there was greater awareness of the issue?
One way to initiate change in Canada is to organize a petition and submit it to a
sitting government. It is important to know what government should be addressed
with the petition, and that the petition corresponds to the government’s rules. This
might require full names, addresses, and penned signatures. Alternately, signatories may only need to list
their communities and may be able to sign digitally. It is also important to not only draw the government’s
attention to your issue, but to issue a clear call for specific action on the part of the government.
It’s also important to actively promote your petition. How can your Crew get the word out?
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Start a Petition

It starts with Scouts.
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