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Email Mad-Libs
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The Adventure: 

On this special twist of mad-libs, you and your fellow Scouts will walk away with a 
better sense of email etiquette. 

Form teams of four. Each team will write an “email” that will be sent to one of the 
other teams in an envelope. Write your email on paper strips, with each sentence on 
its own strip of paper. Your email should be ten sentences long, and it should have 
a respectful tone. When you are done, write another five sentences on more strips 
of paper. These sentences will not have anything to do with your intended message, 
and their tone will be informal. 

Swap emails with the other teams, and try to decode the intended message,  
putting ten sentences in order and setting 
aside the five sentences that do not belong. 
Share your efforts with the other teams to 
find out how your team did. 

Plan:

• What materials will you need for this adventure?

• Will you share the writing, or have one person on your team be 
the scribe?

• What will be the subject of your email? Consider writing 
something related to Scouting, such as booking a climbing gym or 
registering for a camp.

• What makes for a formal tone when writing an email?

• How much time will you take for this adventure?

Do:

• As a team, write your email. Write a few “red herring” sentences 
that will confuse and challenge the other teams.

• Decode an email from another team, putting the sentences in 
order and setting aside the sentences that do not belong in your 
message. 

Review: 

• What do you know now that you did not know before?

• What is one thing you will try to keep with you when writing 
emails in the future?

• What purpose does email serve in your life now? 

• What purpose will it serve in the future?Online Resources: 

Tips for Good Email Etiquette

Safety Note:

What kinds of words, topics and phrases can be 
considered offensive? 

http://www.canadianpath.ca
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-0N1RE0C4vk 

